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The Annual as she prepares to
take over as Chair of the FODH

My son Hector started in Transition
in 2013 and I have been involved in
the FODH ever since - initially as

a class rep and then as Bevendean
Trustee.

An amazing legacy has gone
before me, most recently the two
outstanding FODH heads that I have
worked with: Carcline Hill and now
Debra Munro. Their
profesgionalism, dedicated leadership
and ability to pull a team together are
qualities that I hold in high regard
and hope to emulate in my role a3
Chair from September 2016,

We have & wealth of experience and
qualifications within the FODH team
- the trustees, designated reps and
clasa reps. Together 1 hope we will

Everybody’s changing

» 4' Sarah Colenso speaks to

continue to provide high-quality fund-
raising support to the school.

Although FODH events are very much
tallor-made for the families and staff at
school, they are also an important part
of promoting the school within our local
community.

I am passionate about integrating
new families into Danes Hill. I want to
ensure that everyone has access to the
information that they need and feels
part of the Danes Hill family as quickly
as pogsible. We are hosting a coffee
morning to run alongside the July
Second Hand Uniform Sale and would
love to see as many
parents as possible, both cld and new.

Thank you so much to Debra for all
her hard work and dedication. Iam
delighted that she has agreed to gtay on
as Middle 8chool Trustee for the year
ahead,

Here's to another great year for the
Friends of Danes Hill,

Come together

Debra Munro on what she will miss
(and what she won’t!) as she hands

over the reins of the FODH

After two years aa
Chair of the FODH it

is now time to hand
over the reins to Sarah
Colenso. I would like

to thank my amazing
team of trustees who
have worked so hard
over the past two
years. The reps and
volunteears have helped
to make my job so much
easier. A special thanks
to parents and staff

for supporting the
endeavours of the
FODH,

1 have enjoyed my time a&s Chair. As & new parent
to the school, joining the FODH gave me the
opportunity to get to know not only staff but
parents across the year groups. I'm not yet sure
what I will do with all the free time, but I'm looking

forward to finding out,

I trust you will give Sarah and her team the
support you gave me and I have no doubt she will do
& fantastio job. I will miss our trustee meetings -
they were always a good cateh up and a time fora
laugh. There isn't much I won't miss - maybe the
sleapleaa nights when I had to put forward s
contentious funding request.

I look forward 1o helping where needed and
supporting funding requests for our new sports

hall. One can dream.,..|

Thanks to the FODH trustees for 2015-16: (back row I-r)
Michele Gibsen, Vice Chairi Louise Porter, Middle School
Trustee; (front row L.¢) Haelen Holysake, Upper School

Trustee; Anita Boswell, Treasurer; Debra Munro, Chair;

Sarah Colenso, Bevendean Trustee; Rujuta Swarup,
Lower School Trustee



Just can’

The class rep plays an essential role in the FODH. The Annual spoke to
three mums, who have done the job more than most, about why they

keep coming back

Shirel Stemmons
When were you first a class rep?

We had just moved here from London in S001.

My daughtsr Sophle was in Transition at
Bevendean - she's now doing her A levels!

How many times have you been a rep?

At least 13 times out of the 18 years we have
been at Danes Hill. I've also been the Upper
8cheol Trustee. But I've never repped for two
¢lasses at the same time.

What have you enjoyed most about being a
class rep?

When I came to Danes Hill I1didn’t know
anybody and through being & rep I have
made lovely lifelong friends. You have a
connection to the strong sense of community
within the school and you feel more involved
with the children's education.

What part of being a rep have you found the
most frustrating?

It used to be really awful when you had to
manually write the olass lists. I used to have
this huge sheet and you would be input-

ting every last detall by hand| And chasing
people for their contribution to the kitty.

What three words would you use to
describe Danes Hill?

Love. This. Place. There is such a vibrant,
genae of community - & real sense of
belonging. When I first came to 100k at the
school the kids looked so happy and I thought
“They must be doing something right'. It's
really being part of something special and I
will cry my eyes out when I leave|

If you could change one thing about the
school what would it be?

Making sure half terms fit in with all the
other local schools because many families
have siblings elaewhere.

What advice would you give to someone
repping for the first time?

If you're considering it, definitely doit. It is
the best way to get to know the school end the
parents.

If you've decided to do it, try not to do too
much ~ nok koo many sceials every term. It's
really important to find out what your class
want s0 have a coffee morning, ask them and
take it from there,

What malkes for a good class rep?

You have to be enthusiastic even when no one
elae 18! You must want to do it, have a positive
attitude and care about doing it

What made you go back to do the job of rep
again and again?

IT'want to be involved in my children’s school
lives and those memaonries, Priends of mine
often say “Why are you taking more on? Why
don’t you step back?' But I want to do it and
my kids love it.

What is & rep’s most important job?

There are two different jobs and they are
both important, One is connecting with the
FODH and communicating their business

to the class and getting people involved in
events. The second 13 organising the social
side - connecting to the parents and helping
them connect with each other,

Michele Gibson

When were you first a clags rep?

When my son John started Transition in
2008 I was the class rep and I have been
involved in the FODH ever aince.

How many times have you been a rep?
I've been a rep about three times but I've
been Bevendean, Lower S8chool and Middle
School Trustee In between. Por the 1ast bwo
years I've been the Vice Chair of the FODH.

What have you enjoyed most about being a
class rep?

I've made some very strong friendships with
pecple whom I have now known for many
years. We've had some great parties over
the years. It's just been fun and really soctal,
meeting people in that way.

Do you have a memory that stands out in
your time in the PODH?
In 3014 we had torrential rain during the

Fireworks night. We were pulling together
and trying to put on a brave face on things.
And it sll worked out! Most pecple still
showed up and everybody said they had s
good time,



get enough

Jude Roberts
When were you first a class rep?
Ten years' agol 20086,

How many times have you been a rep?
Ihave helped out in some way évery year that
my sen Jack has been at Danes Hill, Mainly
as ¢lass rep but I've also helped with Lost
Froperty, the Charities Committese and cnce
as Secretary of the FODH,

What have you enjoyed most about being a
class rep?

Ilove being involved and by helping out I have
£0% to know the school really well and have
made some great friends. It's fun helping at
the events, I've done everything from
manning the bar, to selling burgers and
cakes, and counting bounces for the bounce-
a-thonl I have really enjoyed getting to know
the staffbehind the scenes, inocluding the
ground staffand catering team, who do 80
much to ensure school life runs smoothly.

What part of being a rep have you found the
most frustrating?
It's & shame that it is the same group of

parents who volunteer year in and year out.
Sometimes I find the lack of participation
from others a bit frustrating. Being involved
in the PODH has been really rewarding, given
me many laughs and a genuine sense of being
part of the school community. It's also a bit
irritating if people don't scknowledge class
emalls if they require an answer.

What three words would you use to
desoribe Danes Hill?
Impressive. Confident. Opportunity.

If you could change one thing about the
sohool what would it be?

In an ideal world I would love Danes Hill to go
all the way through to 18|

What advice would you give to someone
repping for the first time?

Get stuck in and involved. Don't be afrald

to asgk for help from pecple who have dons it
before. Enjoy the laughs and new friendships.
It 1s not a huge drain on your time - the more
you put in the more you gat out.,

What makes for a good class rep?

A friendly, organised person, who just gets
things done. A geod communicator - someone
who can be peraistent whan they need to be
and does not take things too personally (like
nobody reading her emailsl),

What made you go back to do the job of rep
again and again?

Ilike keeping in touch with what is going on at
school. Being part of the FODH has given me

a good understanding of the school and I feel
very comfortable communicating with staff
members.

What is a rep’s most important job?

There are two. The first 18 to pass on
informakion to the parents in their group

in 8 timely manner, and the second is to
encourage parents Lo meet up scoially once or
twice a term.

What part of being a rep have you found the
most frustrating?

Where you have to ask for volunteers for
something and nobody volunteears; but then
everybody velunteers at the end. It's that
period between asking and right before the
avent where you're stressing outl But every-
body always comes through.

What three words would you use to
describe Danes Hill?
Intense, Social, International.

What advice would you give to someone
repping for the first time?

Communicate with people but avold sending
too many ematls. Try to host & few simpls, fun
events to get psople together. Enjoy getting to
know the parents and thelr children.

What makes for a good class rep?

Someone who is enthusiastic, opinionated
and is interested in their child and the school.
You need to attend the meetings tool

What made you go back to do the job of rep
again and again?

A few times It was because nobody else volun-
teerod, but generally I1ike to be involved.

What is a rep’s most lmportant job?

Reach out to new people in the schoocl who
are in your class. They will benefit the moat
from your support and might have lots of
questions, Sometimes they don't even know
what they don't know in such & hugy sahool
like ours. Send out a contact list and try

to arrange a few mostly simple, not overly
cosgtly events through the year.




% Timing
equipment for
the Ski Club

New mats for the
Gymnastics department

Knex construction F
for the Science
department

The FODH has £87,159 in funds waiting to be spent on enhancing the educational experience for our children.
Funding requests do not need to come from pupils or staff, anyone can put one in. So, if you have a good
idea. download the form from the FODH website (www.fodh.co.uk), research the cost and put in a proposal.



We are family

The weather forecasters were proven wrong and the sun shone for Family Day 2015. Children set up their stalis
and the Pimm:s flowed. It was wonderful to have so many dads volunteering and to see families supporting the
day and enjoying time together. Many thanks to the bakers who contributed to the always popular cake sale
and all the velunteers and staff who helped out,

We had some lovely singing from the Bevendean and Lower School Choirs, followed by fantastic performances
from Star Steppers and the Gymnastics Squad. Year é children set up a stall selling Percy Pigs and pink
lemonade. The year 7s and 8s were very grateful for the sunshine as they bravely took turns in the stocks, facing
an onslaught of wet sponges. Even Mr Andrews got a soaking. attracting huge crowds of excited
children queuing up for a turn!

A fabulous £2,778 was raised for the FODH. Thanks to Kate Nolan and her Middle School team for their hard work.




For the annual school ballin July 2015, Vegas came
to Oxshott. With tickets sold out in just two days, It was
guaranteed to be a night 1o remember, Amazing showgirls
kicked off a fabulous evening of fun and entertainment. The
sparkling fable decorations and large video screens sho wing
images of the iconic city sel the scene for a great evening out
to celebrate another happy year at Danes Hill,

The charity auction raised £32,000 for Shooting Star Chase.
Kalm Kitchen provided a Michelin-starred feast for all, and
later on Super Fly had everyone dancing the night away.

mMany thanks to our primary sponsor CHK Mountford, cnd to
all of the sponsors who generously donated auction prizes.

A huge thank you to everyone involved in organising this
grect event. Viva Danes Hill}

LAS VEGA

N E V

DA

2015 Ball Committee: (I-r) Madhavi Reddy,
Michele Gibson, Linda Lesage-Chrisp,
Monique Lawson-Smith, Nicci Clark,
Debra Munro, Anita Boswell.



Bahy, you're afirework

Fireworks 2015 was another rip
roaring success as children,
parents, staff and friends
enjoyed a breathtaking spectacle
courtesy of the wizards at
Pyrovision. Their amazing artistry
lit up the skies over Oxshott,

Helen Holyoake and her
Upper School team

managed a fantastic

funfair, BBQ and stalls and the
weather was (thankfully!) kind
to us all. Special thanks to Taya
Pobjoy, Shirel Stemmons, Emma
Cole, Sam Hall and their teams
of volunteers who made sure
everything ran smoothly and to
all the Danes Hill staff who helped
with set up and catering.

The fireworks team (1-r): Shirel Stemmons,
Helen Holyoake, Emma Cole, Taya Pobjoy.
Sam Hall (not pictured)

Firework fact: revellers munched
their way through 500 sausages
on the nightt

s HIP 10
BE SQUARE

Quiz Night 2016 was held in late February and the Dining Hall was packed
to the rafters with variously talented, yet entirely enthusiastic general
knowledge boffins. Twenty-one tables were sold, with each feam scram
bling to soive the questions set by our experienced Quiz Master, Andy Wall,
Andy took six weeks putfing the questions together to be sure they were
varied and challenging encugh to test the eager Danes Hill throng. Test
your general knowledge ability on two questions from this year's quiz:

Q. What kind of clock was invented in 1456 by Christian Huygens?
Q. In which state is the USA's highest peak?

In a gesture of appreciation for their hard work throughout the year, the
school kitchen staff were special guests of the FODH. Rather than cooking
for the crowd, they were the Ladies That Lunch team for the evening.

The victors were the Hot Nuts, proving they were also quite clever nuts! The
team, who have competed together for many years, were named after
the spicy nuts mixture ann vally prepared by teammate Kyja Washington.
Perhaps it was the omega 3s that gave them the cutting edge?

Thank you to Rujuta Swarup for coordinating the event, which raised
almost £4,000. If you answered, 'the pendulum’ and ‘Alaska' fo the
previously posed questions, be sure you have a seat next year!
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Last Christmas

Once again the Christmas Foyre was G huge
succass, raising £7,070 and providing the perfect
opportunity for some Christmas shopping and
plenty of Christmas spuit.

Sarah Colenso and her team worked firelessly
tor weeks and a huge thank you needs fo go out
to them. When asked what the highlight of the
day was for Sarah, she giggled and said: “All the
walkie-falkie conversations with Louise. It was the
easiest way for us to stay in touch on the day.”

Our main sponsor. Academy salons, had a
wonderful stall doing hair and naiks. The Elsa plaits
proved 1o be very populor - and there were even O
few mums sporting plaits by the end of the day.

The prize for the best-dressed stall went to the
Tombola stall decorated by two fransition classes
-TL and TF. A big thanks to Emma Townsend., Jo
Roydon-Turner, Sinead Lonergan and Saran Stud-
noime. The other prizewinner was the not food stall,

RRES BLga= iy

e y =z

The Christmas Fayre committee: (L-r) Lovise Staples,
Nicola Gibbs, Sarah Colenso. Lex| Gatte, Anita Boswell,
Rujuta Swarup (not pictured)




The turkey hats wom by the volunteers selling hot food
did indeed draw the crowds, crowning it the stall that
raised the most on the day.

New to the Fayre this year were the Crafty Comer
and Beat The Teacher stalls. Who knew that cur
teachers had so many hidden talents? And the
children loved making thelr crafty bits and pieces and
having something lovely to take home. Trevor Cline's
magic and balloon modeling show was another new
attraction and provided much laughter.

Other thank yous must go to the groundsmen, Claire
Walsh, Tiffany Callis, Kate de Vere and the kitchen staff

for all their hard woerk in preparation and on the day.




All T want for Christmas

Out of the mouths of babes: quotes from the children at the Bevendean Christmas shop

“I don’t *1c~c‘r1 to
keap it & secret
because 1 am going

0 give it to Ah_‘)f.-.!?.f'.'

Thanks to-AIex Estwick and her team for all
their hard work behind the scenes

‘Tam definitely
Lego for my Dad &
for my Mum.”

“The best thing
about Christmas
is going to my

Granny's house.”

“It was tricky choosis

-\'1‘ Dad like
Star Wars 8o Z{—F T nim
a Star Wars mug.” “The best
hing about
the Christmas
L"Il»-..v-\ ‘p -‘rh—_;_
gtickers and

the sweets.”

“To keep them &
sury
wWrap :'.‘.f_u:l up and

hide them.”

“Iam going to hide
my presants undaer

ise I wi i--

v had
Yy Oed.
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Handbags B
& gladrags®

The humble bag is so much more
than just a receptacle fo stash your
keys and your smartehone. So if you

can fell your rucksack from vour

wristlet or your manbag from your
messenger then put your knowledge
fo the test.
Match the bag fo the member of
staff. Good luck!

(Answers on page 19)



Never can sa

The Annual speaks to the staff who just can't seem to stay away from Danes Hill about their time
at the school and what has made them come back.

Carly Holzer, Religious Studies
Which three words would you use to
describe Danes Hill?

Bustling. Happy. Fun

What are your top three memories of
your time here?

Firstly I would say a memory from my
school days hare at Danes Hill, We used
to have to ring the school ball by hand,
and it was situsted above where the
headmaster and teachers used to park
their cars. One break time I was the one
ringing the bell, and it fell and landed on
Mr Gough's car. We also hed little hand
bells and used to hang out of the
windows and ring them.

Quiz question: Does anyone know
where the original bell is situated now
at school?

As s teacher | loved going on the
Normandy trip and visiting all the
beaches. And finally I remembera
Yyear when snow disrupted many of
the Christmas productions. On the day
many children could not get to schoo]
and others had to fill in for them. One
littlo girl was saying the lines of the
person who had not arrived and instasd
of saying frankincense she said Frank-
enatein, which laed to much laughter from
the sudience and us in the wings.

When did you leave Danes Hill? How
has the school changed during the
time you were away?

Having taught at Danes Hill for a fow
years, in 2013 1 left to travel and
arrived back in November 2015. While I
was awny new buildings were built and
the sohool seems bigger. Having said
that, the family ethos 15 51111 here, &8
wall ag a wondarful sense of community.
Just as an example of how strong the

sense of cormmu-
nity is, my mum
gill gete together
with a group of
friends from my
brother's year
three alass!

What did you
do while you
were AWRy ?
Originally
when Ileft I
had planned to
£0 to Australia. Howaver, during

the summer I met my husband-to-be
and so delayed my trip. Bventually I did
get to Australia and then met up with
my now husband in the USA. We came
back to the UK in January 2014 to get
married and then moved back perma-
nently from the USA last 8aptember.

What were you looking forward to
when you knew you were returning?
What did you miss the most?

I really did miss teaching while I was
away, and could not wait to get back into
the classroom. Being awsy camented the
fact that Ilove to keach. On my return it
WES great to see g0 many familiar faces
and see how the children I had taught
before had grown up.

I missed she camaraderie in the stafr
roam, school lunches, summer 38Qs
and getting involved in all the different
activities and trips.

How do you think the school will
change over the next few years?
Hopefully we will have a lovely now
gports hall I remember whon the Aric
was built and how exciting it was to
move from Tha 01d Stable Block (part

of which still exists today as the
Music department) to the Ark.

If you could change one thing
about the school, what would it
be?

I'would love to take the fences down.,
I know it is not possible in the intar-
ests of keeping the children safe,

but I usad to love looking out of The
HRookery classrooms onto the flaid.
The children oould run straight out of
their classrooms anto the grass,

If you hadn’t been a teacher, what
would you have done instead?
I'would have gone into Outdoor
aeducation. I took a gap year after school
and worked at & children’s camp in
Australia - Ireallyloved it Inthe end 1
folt that seaching as & career had more
longavity.

If you could teach another subject
what would it be?

At the moment I teach RS and am really
enjoying that. I1also loved being a gener-
alist teacher - teaching in the lower and
middle scheol acroas all subjects.

What were your school days like?
I'wase a pupil here and 1 was one of only
six girls in my y=ar. 1 loved achool and
my memories are all ofa fun, happy.
unsiressful sime. I remember having an
alernoon break and only having clubs
on one night a week.

Weall used to do cur homework
straight after school, at school, 80 I
seldom remember doing any homework
at home. My favourite teacher was
definitely Mrs Parfitt, she was my form
teachar in both my firat and last year at
Danes Hill

Sonal Chatrath,

Learning Support

When did you arrive at Danes Hill?
In 8006, My husband and I had just
moved down from London where I had
owned a nursery sehool, I originally
coverad a maternity positlon as Head of
Nursery at Bevandean, but was offared
a permanent place after thas, at first
inlearning support, then in the Lower
School and finally, I was the Head of
Traneition for four years before I left.

When did you leave Danes Hill? What
did you do while you were away?

In 2012 I moved to Manor Housa Sohool
to become the Head of Preps, running
their pre-prep programme. I stayed for
three years.

What were you looking forward to
when you knew you were retarning?
T had almost forgotten how big and
busy Danes Hill is| It's a very different
paca from other sohools, It gave me the
privileged position of being able to lock
at Danes Hill from the outside. I was
delighted when [ was offeraed the
opportunity to head learning suppors.
The school i8 & very dynamic place

Lo be.

What are you particularly hoping to
achieve in your role?

1 am passionate about pergonalised
lsarning. For me, every child hag Qif-
ferent needs, and that's my drive. [ also
think thas through more personalisad
learning comes a lot of areativity.

If you could change one thing about
the school, what would it be?

I'would like to see the children outdoors
maore, laarning out of she classroom. 1
initiated outdcor learning in The Pad-
dock &t Bevendean, which has worked
very well, If I had a magic wand I would
have my learning suppors centre in our
beautiful woods.

1f you hadn't been a teacher, what
would you have done instead?

In another life I might have considered
being achef.

What is your favourite part of the
school day?

Ireally enjoy watching the children in
their free play. I have dutles on the play-



goodbye

Halcyon Manton, Year 1

Which three words would you use to
desoribe Danes Hill?
Happy. Hardworking. Nurturing.

What are your top three memories of
your time here?

Thast's & hard one, I have so many fond
memories as a child and as a seacher,
As achild, one of my best memories was
moving from Bavendsean to the main
scheol, It meant that I was able to see my
big brothers &t school every day
(even if thay didn't like thelr
little sistar pestering them in
the playground).

Ag achild and a teacher, one
of my favourite events of the
year has always bean Sporta
Day, it 15 such & wonderful
evenst full of fun, Jaughser and,
of course, team spirit, Another
fantastio avent was when we cal-
ebrated the Royal Wedding in 2011
at Bevandsan. All the ghildren and
gtaff were dressed up, we had a golden
carriage, games and & playground
party.

Whan did you leave Danes Hill? How
has the sghool changed during the
time you were away?

Apart from being here agachild asa
teacher]leftin 2012 and came back in

2015 so I hava not managed to stay away
for long!

Bevandean has not changed too much
in that time, apart from a new head of
Pre-Prep, Mrs Samson, and I am now
working in a different year group, It has
been lovely to fit right back Into the day-
to-day life of Danes Hill and be welcomed
back by all the ataff.

What did you do while you were away?
My husband and I moved to Abu Dhabi
in the Middle East, ] was teachingin the
British International School working in

Year 3, Year 1 and Recep-

Lo move around each

: year). It was a fantastio

adventure and teaching
experience, not to men-

tion the fact that I could

the beach!

What were you looking forward to
when you knew you were returning?
What did you miss the most?
I'was very much locking forward to
getting back to Danes Hill itissucha
familiar place to me that it feels like
home. I was lcoking forward to meeting
my new ¢lass who had only seen a
picture of me on their induction day.
At Danes Hill we have 80 many
wondarful resources to aid our
teaching. We also offer the children
axeiting extra-curricular activities and
school trips. While I was in Abu Dhabi
the governmaent changed the law for
a faw years which meant we ware not
allowed to take the children out of the
aschool grounds,

How do you think the school will
changs over the naxt five years?
There are always exciting plans and
developmants lined up for the future of

tion (they like the teachers

spend every weekend on

Danes Hill. It 1s hard to say how it will
change, but I know that new facilities
are always on the agenda, enabling
the children to thriveinan
outistanding environment.

If you could change one thing about
the school, what would it be?
Nothing of courss ;)

If you hadn’t been a teacher what
would you have done instead?

I have worked with children gince I'was
14 years old and have never even imsag-
ined deing anything differens, IfIwas
not a teacher, I think I would have gone
into child psychology or counselling...
Or be a backing dancer for Beyonoé|

If you could teach another subject,
what would it be?

Dance -1 have always loved is and
taught it to different age groups in Abu
Dhabi as part of their after school clubs.

What were your school days like?
What was your favourite school
dinner?

My school days were fantastic, I have
very fond memories of all the schools I
attended and have close friands from
them gll. Soma of my clogest friands
were even at Bevendean with me. My
favourite school meal was lasagne with
fruit iced sponge and custard for
pudding.

If you could go back in time who would
you most like to meet?

It's a tough question... I would actually
like to meet some of my great aunts
again, I'was Jucky enough to spend my
early childhood with a faw of them.
There weare geven sisters who were
brought up in the Caribbean. They ware
very fun and flamboyant charactars,
always in their glad rags ready to cel-
ebrate and make the most of life,

ground and my position is in the woods.
Ijustlove it; all the imagination pouring
out of the kids.

What are your interests?

I am a passionata follower of interna-
tionsl crickst. I was born and brought
up in Kenya and girls certainly didn's
play arloket. I have been known to plan
my tripe abroad to coincide with the
Indian Premier League! Over and above
that, I do alot of reading and cooking.

What were your school days like?

The lovely thing was thatin Africa,
onee sohool ended at 8 or 4 o'clook, it
was my time. My parents had to pull me
back into the house, There was a lot of
freedom and simplicity.

Do you have a role model?

One of my dreams when I was younger
was to be the Prime Minister of Indial
I don't know why; I'd never been there|
It fascinated me seeing this Indian
woman (Indira Gandhi) leading this
huge country and it made me quite
interested in India. 1 spent & lot of time
reading about the ideclogy of Mahatma
Gandhi. I was very inspired by his
powerful meesage and the simplicity
with which he lived his life.

18. What would be your advioce to
children leaving Danes Hill?

Grab avery opportunity that comes
your way! And stand by your
prinaiples - don't lat anybody tell you
otherwise.




So long, farewell...

Huw Morgan,

Head of Upper School
Which three words would you
use to describe Danes Hill?
All-round, Academio,
Amazing.

What key memories do you
have of your time here?
Iremember on my first day

at Danes Hill being told that 1
had one fres pertod, but that
T'would probably lose it! I was
seaching scienca in the
portacabins and we had one
#a3 cylinder to share between
both laboratories.

What will you remember
most fondly when you
retire?
The achievamants. Our
Common Bntrance results
and successes at senior school
scholarships are continually
surpassed and the children
have gat a new record this
year,

Danes Hill will always have
aspecial place in my heart.

When did you arrive at
Danes Hill?

larrived in September

1986 and on my first day
Iremember saying to Mrs
Morgan: “T'll give it three
years". That was 30 years
ago! Our two daughtears went
shrough the sohool too.

How do you think the school
might change over the next
few years?

Tam sure Danes Hill will
continue Lo evolve and stay at
the cutting edge of education.
Success breeds success and
the school will remain at she
top of the prep sohool tree,

If you could change one thing
about the school what would
it be?

The sports hall is the one
plece of the Jigeaw thak Is
missing.

What will you miss about
Danes Hill?

The children, I'll also miss
all my friends in the Common
Room and my comrades on
the Senior Management
Team.

What are you looking
forward to doing?

Having the time Lo do things,
Danes Hill {g all engcom-
passing and to do the job
properly you heve to put the
hours in. [ am keen to take up
the cello and gain my racing
ocar licence,

If you could teach any sub-
Jject, what would it be?
Musie, I have a passion for
music and learned so play
many lnstruments in my
youth. I started with the
plano at 7, was playing the
chapel organ by 10 and got to
grade 8 by 13,

What were your school days
1likea?

1loved acheol. My parents
ware very supportive and
keen for me to do well in aca-
demies, sport and music. I was
atrue all-rounder.

If you had a piece of advice
for the children at Danes
Hill what would it be?
Don't count the days, make
the days count. Make the
maoat of every opportunity
that comes your way!

Janine Morgan, Year 4

.

Which three words would you
use to describe Danes Hill?
Friendly. Full on, Pamily.

What key memories do you
have of your time here?
Iwas walking the coursa

in Malvern at the National
Croas Country competition
with the girls before the race.
I reslised we had to get to the
start quickly and deaided to
go down & muddy hill to gat
there, I felt myself go head-
firat, like a Jargen Kling.
mann dive. The poor girls
weren't sure if they could
laugh or not.

And therearesad
memories - the late Heather
Garside was our Head of
Games and when I stand and
look over our flalds I kKnow
how happy she would have
been to see 1t,

What will you miss about
Danes Hill?

Pretty much everything.
Wiell, people actually! The
memories and friendships.

How has the school changed
since you started?

It's a 1ot bigger, but it atill
feels the same. Paople might
worry about it getting very
big, but there is always

someone who will point you
in the right direction. Itisa
family as much asa school.

How do you think the
school might change over
the next few yeara?

Some students might choose
toleave earlier as more
senior schools are starting
as an eariler stage. But I get
the feeling that some may
regret {6 because 1 think the
top end of our school 15 where
Danes Hill really comes into
1ts own. The children reslly
blossom in years 7 and 8

If you could change one

thing at the school what
would it be?

I'd have had & eporte hall
years agol

What are you looking
forward to doing?

We are hoping to travel. My
Morgan and I heve & motor
home thas we bought a year
ago. We have only

ventured as far as France
in it, 80 hopefully we will go
& little further. We'd really
like to eend & posteard from
somewhens L0 arrive in
September when everyone
starts back ab work!|

If you weren't a teacher,
what would you have done
instead?

When I was young I was an
athlete, If it were later on
time-wise 1'd have bean & pro-
fessional athlete. Bust when
Iwas running there was no
money in 1%, you hed to work.
(s Morgan represented GB
on the track at the Moscow
Olymples).

Rebecca
Sykes, D&ET
Which three
words would you
use to describe
Danes Hill?
Fast-pacad. Baga
of opportunitiss.
Fun,

When did you
arrive at Danes Hill? How has the
school changed in that time?
Ijcined Danes Hill in 1998 as s parent

whean my eldest child started in Transi-

tion. I have always had a passion for
horticulture. Just as I was about to

atart my RHS course in 2008, Mr Parfist
convincad me to come and teach DE&T
at Danes Hill on & part-time bagis. I
remamber him showing me the floor
plans for the Robins bullding and when
1t eventually came to fruition, Mr
Murdock asked me to head the D&T
departmens. | was instrumental in
intredusing Food Tech to Danas Hill
With tha help of the FODH we started our
kitchen garden, which the ehildren and
Ilove planting each year Moat fruit and
vegetables are available all yeser round,
but the garden helps children to learn
about geagonal produce,

The main changea have been in the
number of children st the school, the

increased pace al which everything
moves end the traffic!

How do you think the school will
change over the next few years?

I really hops that the Sports Hall finally
gets planning permission.

Ithink one of the big challenges facing
Danes Hill going forward will be the
increase in senior schools accepting
children at 11+ and how that will change
the shape of prep schools.

If you could changs one thing about
the school, what would it be?

I'would have a shorter school day - even
if it meant slightly shorter holidays.



Nurturing. Fantastic. Great children.

What key memories do you have of
your tims here?

Mr Munrdock getting swiped off his
feet in Alpe D'Huez while taking
photos of the children bum boarding,
Watching Andrew MoCallum score
100 rune. Being involved in firat team
rugby and witnessing grest teams
emerge over the seasons.

When did you arrive at Danes Hill?
How has the school changed since?
Iarrived during the summer term of
2003 and had a faw weeks to famil-
iarise myself with the school before
starting on a one year contract in
S8ept 2003... which turned into 12
wondarful years at the school,

Since then, wow the place has
grown, I still remember the little D&T
block, small wooden sheds, and also
Timbukwy, the double storey block of
four class rooms where I had my first
year § form room.

How do you think the school will
change over the next fow years?

It will go from strength to strength.
Hopefully we will get our gports hall,
During my last term at Danes Hill we
took part in 500 sports fixtures and
had ovar 100 teams competing in var-
ious events. The amount and different
kinds of sport that the ahildren are
exposed to at Danes Hillis amazing,

If you could change one thing about

the school, what would it be?

The school has most things just about
perfact. Wouldn't mind having the odd
gleap-in on a Saturday morning?

What is your bast Danes Hill memory?
AL tha first gkl tournament that wo
competed in back in 2010, we took

B teams and all 5 were disqualifiad.
But by the following year the teeams
had county, national and IAPS titles

to their names. And after singing
Waltzing Matilda at my first rugby
dinner Mr Murdock had it writtan
into my contract that I would never
glng it at a rugby dinner again!

What will you miss?

The children, I was lucky enough to
teach at all ability levels and I loved
seeing each and every child prograss.
The children that I taught when I firgt
arrived at Danee Hill are now 28 years
old. I found it very humbling to see the
respones from my ex-pupils when I left
Danes Hill, some of whom have turned
into world class sportsmen.,

What are some of your signature
phrases?

Catches win matches. Boore more
goals than you let in, Hit, stick so the
naxt ons rips,

If you weren’t a teacher what wonld
you have done instead?

I'would have been & surfer. I love
surfing and travelling, Perhaps I
could have been & photographer trav-
elling the worid following the surfors
and making surfing movies,

What would your advice for the
children at Danes Hill be?
Remember that enjoying what you are
doing {s number one. Give it all you've
got, and your best does not always
mean you willbe the winner, How-
ever, if you have given it your best, in
your heart you will have succeeded.

If you could go back in time who
would you most like to meet?
Robin Parfitt. I would like to thank
him for believing in me.

What is your best memory of your
time here?

Definitely the Isle of Wight trip ~ it was
fantastic. Iloved seeing how the chil-
dren grow in confidence day by day.

What will you miss about the school?
Schoeol dinners, The busyness of the
scheool and constant interaction with
peopie,

What are you looking forward to
doing once you leave?

I am finelly taking a loap into the
world of gardening. I am signed up
to do my RHS qualification and will
be opening my own business in July

called Gardening Angel, helping
people in their gardens.

If you weren't a teacher what would
you have done instead?
Horticulture, When I left school I had
sagured a place o do a horticulture
qualification but was put off by others
who said that ‘girls don't do horticul-
ture’, One of the things I love about
the D&T and Food Tech department
at Danes Hill 1s that it has managed
to eradicate any gender blages with
both Mr Taylor and I toaching across
both rooms, and boys and girls alike
enjoying everything from sewing to
woodwork.

Susie Williams, Head of History
‘Which three words would you use to
describe Danes Eill?
Nurturing. Busy. Wonderful.

What key memories do you have of your
time here?

Ihad a year group of girls who won the
national netball finals. Thereaftar, a group
of mums invited me around to their house
and made a real fuss of me, They had put
together a video of the highlights of the
season, there were speeches and they gave
me cards and flowers from all the giris. I
could not believe they had gone Lo o0 much
affort just for me.

And the class run that I organisad with
my form last year. All of the families gath-
ored together in Bushy Park on Mothers'
Day, in freezing cold conditions, to raise
money for Comic Reliaf. It was very special.
Oh, and we had hoodies mads (of coursal).

When did you arrive at Danes Hill? How
has the school changed in that time?
Iarrived at Danes Hill in 3004 where I did
my training to become a teacher. I have
taught Games, History and been Head of
Girls Games, Year 5 and most recantly His-
tory, The biggest change has been the size
of the school both in number of puptls and
facilitiss. However, through all this change
the ethos has remained the same and there
is still a wonderful sense of community,

How do you think the school will change
over the next few yoars?

There has been a shift in focus recently
towanrds preparing children for their future
sahools. I think that the future of the 11+
and 13+ gystems will have 4 big impact on
how children are taught &t junior sghool
level, We need to rise to the challenges of
these ahanges while still staying trus to
ourselves.

If you could change one thing about the
school, what would it be?

The size. I would wanst to keep it small
and clogs knit. I love walking around the
school and being able to call each child
by nams when I address them. I feel like I
am only just clinging onto that now. And I
would bring back sandwiches in the stafl
room at 4pm.

What will you miss about Danes Hill?
I'will miss my collaagues dearly, some of
whom are my best friends. I will miss all the
laughs in the common reom. But most of all

continwed on page 18




1will miss the children. Oh, and gidelines, without any pressure John Dawson, Security & Traffic management

the food - I will miss that too, or walght on my shoulders, Mr Dawson worked at S g D o na ‘
Danes Hill for 18 years, s 4 $oue V) ey

What are you looking forward If you weren’s a teacher what We featured him in [ A e

to doing once you leave? would you have done instead? last year's Annual in the el st "::.“g

Iam looking forward to giving I'd love to have been & journalist. | Behind the Scenes Lo 0 R

myself some time out, Tam going section, and sadly he laft “ ,...m —

tobe working with my sistersand  What words of wisdom do you the sohool due to health : .

inmy family businese. Asanyone  hawve for the children you have | reasons earlierinthe

who knows me well will tall you, taught? year.

my family is top of my agenda. I Your life lies before you like a He sent the FODH this

can'twait to popbackinsoschool  path of driven snow, beé careful lovely letter of thanks,

and be able to admire the ahil- how you tread it 'cause every which we falt we muss

dren in their full glory from the atep will show. share with you.

e’ve only 1ust begun

Ruth Samson, Head of Danes
Hill Pre-prep, Bevendean
Which three words would you use to
describe Danes Hill/Bevendean?
Family. Team, Creative,

What are your favourite memories of
your time here so far?

Observing the creative learning,
Spending time with all the children
from Mini Tranaition to Year 1. Getting
to know my staff and parents. Mathse
Weaek, especially dressing up s a ruler!
Book Week, especially dressing up as
the Gruffalol Science Week, especially
seeing Mr Andrews' experiments and
meeting the mad scientist. Any oppor-
tunity to dress up and have fun. Seeing
all the children on their birthdays for a
certificate, sticker and pencil.

How do you think Bevendean will
change over the next 8 years?
I hope Bavendean will continue to go
from strength to strength. I want the
children %o love coming to school every
day and to feel that ‘every dayisan
adventure’. I would like to introduce
more opportunities to meet the parents,
perhape by hosting coffee mornings once
aweek and I would like Bavandean to be
the number one pre-prep in the area.

We are already looking at ways to
axtend the sohool day for our Mini
Transition children by offering Monday

and Thuraday aftarncons and we are
looking clogaly at nutrition in the schoaol.
We have run & sugar-free week and
invited a nutritionist to the school to talk
with cur parents, I would like to see this
initiative grow further in the future

If you could change one thing about
the school, what would it be?

I'would love more space but I think this
i8 every headteacher's dream, I would
like to angure that we gpand more time
together as 8 Bevandean staff to ensure
thal we aan work togather, a8 a team, Lo
keep moving the school forward.

If you weren't a teacher what would
you have done instead?
I always wantad to be & shopkeeper

when [ was younger and 1 spent hours
playing ‘shops’. Or an interior designer.
Ilike shings to matoh where ever
possible. To be honest, I have wanted wo
be a teacher since I was four years' old
when Iusged to teach the chickens at the
end of the garden. They weare not very
good lletenaral

If you could teach any subject what
would it be?

Istudied English Literature and
Education at Warwick University for
four years and have led English in my
three previous schools so I would say
English and Drama. T used to direct
the Form 1 productions at The City

of London Preemen's Scheol for eight
years and Ithink drama 18 a gubject
which can encourage and devalop such
a wide range of skills in children.

What were your school days like?
What was your favourite school
dinner?
I loved echool and it was this love which
partly made me want to become a
teacher myself. I always wanted Lo go Lo
school In the mornings and my favourite
teacher was called Miss Jones,

My favourite dinner was mince
with cabbage or roast dinner. I loved
bustterscotch tart for pudding, with a
dash of whipped cream and still
do today.

James Bennett,

Head of Boys Games

8o far, my tims

at Danes Hill has
been gréat. The
envirenment is
avery driven

one where the
children are chal-
lenged agross the
® hoard. What has

h struck me mostis
that, unlike other
pahools that T have woerkad in bafore, all
areas of development ane on an equal
standing, from academics through to
sport and extra curricular acsivisies,

The three words that [ would use to
desaribe Danes Hill are:

Diverse: tha school has so much on offer
for the children. Even though 1% 1s big, 1t
still manages to tailor astivities to the
Interegts of all pupils,

Inclusive: avaryone gets involved, not
Just participating in sport, but actually
competing at the right ability leval,
Caring: Ilove being a tutor. The pastoral
care at Danes Hill is something that we
as stafftake responsibility for.

I have baan really impressad with all
the sddad axtous that Danas Hil pro-
vides, from the amazing D&T and Food
Tech department, to the regldential
trips and sporss tours.

A morning that will stay in my
memory for a long time is one 8aturday
last tarm when we had U8, U9, Ul0 and
U1l boys all playing rugby matches
and the girls were playing netball that.
morning Loo. So we must have had
around 300 children playing sport, as
many parents supporting, the catering
staff putting out delicious eats and
drinks - jusst an amazing atmosphere,

I would like to thank the parents for
their fantastio support, They are there
weekends and weekdays, home and
away to support the ohildren, It 1o really
appreciated by both staff and ehildren,

Here's to many more happy and sue-
cesaful years of sport at Danes HilL
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Thank you to everyone who has
volunteered in any way over the past year.
FODH would be nothing without you!
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